
DECIPHE Contextual Database

Building a Comparative Data Infrastructure

for Intergenerational Homeownership

Research in Europe

Demographic, Institutional, Normative Contexts of

Intergenerational Homeownership in Europe

Byambasuren Dorjnyambuu & Márton Medgyesi

DECIPHE Research Project

TÁRKI Social Research Institute 

European Population Conference 2026: Pre-conference Workshop 

3 June 2026, Bologna, Italy



Family background matters, but context determines how much it matters

Wealth transfers

Gifts, inheritance, collateral, co-residence

Earnings capacity

Education, income, occupational trajectories

Attitudes and knowledge

Financial knowledge, tenure aspirations, 

ownership preferences

Housing system 

(eg.Schwartz & Seabrooke 

2009; Mulder et al. 2015; 

Lersch & Dewilde 2018)

Demographic 

change 
(Coulter, 2017) 

Buscha et al., 

2023) 

Socio-economic 

condition
(eg. Coulter 2017; Isengard 

et al., 2018; Ansell & 

Cansunar 2021)

Welfare-state support 
(eg. Lennartz et al. 2016;

Isengard et al. 2018)

Normative

context 
(eg. Foye et al. 2017; Huber 

and Schmidt 2022)

Family mechanisms

Contextual environment

Family 

background 

(parental 

generation )

Child 

homeownership 

outcome



When does family background matter most?

Parent

generation

homeownership

Offspring

generation

homeownership

What the database enables us to test

Stronger transmission?

Where ownership is harder to 

access

High prices, large down payments, 

and restricted credit make parental 

resources more decisive.

Weaker transmission?

Where independent access is 

easier

Secure rental alternatives, welfare 

support, accessible credit, low 

interest rates, lower down-payment 

requirements reduce reliance on 

parental resources.

Reinforced transmission?

Where ownership is more 

normative

Homeownership ideology and 

family-solidarity norms increase 

pressure and expectations for 

support.

CONTEXT moderates the strength of

intergenerational transmission



The missing layer: comparable contextual data

Current problem

Scattered data sources
DECIPHE solution

A harmonised contextual database• Eurostat

• OECD/Affordable Housing Data

• ECB/HFCS

• EMF/Hypostat

• EVS

• GGP-CDB

• WID

• SHARE

• HFD

• CFED

• HBEN

• GC Wealth Project 

• Rental housing market regulations

• Longitudinal data of 

homeownership tax treatment

• IPSOS-Housing Monitor

HARMONISED

STRUCTURE

EU-27+UK Broad and long-term 

comparative coverage

Thematic 

breadth 

Demographic, housing 

system, welfare-state, 

normative, socio-economic 

contexts

Multilevel 

structure

Country, NUTS 1-3, birth 

cohorts, qualitative 

policy data

Research 

usability
Transparent metadata, 

variable coding, sources, 

citation guidance

fragmented integrated

DECIPHE turns fragmented contextual information into a reusable 

comparative research infrastructure.

Contextual indicators exist, but they are scattered across sources, levels, formats, and definitions.

Integration barrier

Different definitions

Uneven country 

coverage

Different time periods

Limited regional/cohort 

data



Database architecture

DECIPHE organizes contextual data into 

five analytically distinct but interconnected 

dimensions.

• Thematic areas: 22

• Total indicators: 135

Number of indicators

Level of analysis

• National (NUTS 0): Compare national 

systems

• Regional (NUTS 1-3): Capture within-

country variation

• Birth cohorts: Measure generational 

exposure

• Qualitative policy context



Demographic change: reshaping generations and transfers (23 indicators) 

Demographic change alters the timing, volume, and relevance of intergenerational housing support.

Parental

generation
Transfer

Offspring

generation

Longevity (1)

Delays inheritance; may 

reduce transferable wealth

Fertility & sibship (6)

Shapes how resources are 

divided among children

Marriage & divorce (8)

Affects wealth accumulation, 

asset division, stability

Migration & mobility (4)

Changes proximity and housing-

market exposure

Ageing & population change (4)

Influences demand, turnover, and 

asset concentration

1 2 3

4 5



Demographic change: Life expectancy remains uneven across Europe

Source: Eurostat



Mean=31.4, SD=2.2, Min=27.7, Max=36.9  25.5 years in 1995 → 31.3 years in the latest available year

Demographic change: later family formation across Europe 

Source: Eurostat



Demographic change: narrowing gender gap

Source: Eurostat



Demographic change: migration gains and losses are concentrated regionally

Source: Eurostat



Demographic change: Regional migration change map since 2000

6

Source: Eurostat



Housing systems: structuring access to ownership (54 indicators) 

Housing systems can determine whether young adults can enter homeownership independently or must 

rely on family resources.

Young 

adult

Entry into
homeowners

hip

Housing supply (9)

stock, construction

transactions

1

Affordability and prices (9)

price-to-income, cost burden, 

HPI, housing quality measures

2

Tenure structure (3)

ownership, private rent

subsidised/social rent

3

Mortgage access (11)

Volume & prevalence, debt 

burden, interest rates

4

Policy and regulation (22)

housing development, 

inheritance taxation, rental 

regulation

5

Family dependence rises when access barriers accumulate across supply, affordability, tenure, mortgage and policy settings.



Housing systems: supply, affordability, price, and credit conditions



Housing systems: Real house prices have diverged sharply since 2015

Source: Eurostat



Housing systems: Housing-cost pressure is uneven across Europe

Source: Eurostat



Housing systems: Real HPI vs mortgage interest rate, 2024

Source: Eurostat and 

EMF, Hypostat 2025



Housing systems: Residential construction intensity vs real HPI, 2024

Source: Eurostat



Welfare state: reducing or reinforcing reliance on family resources (16) 

Welfare-state arrangements shape whether young adults depend primarily on family support or can rely 

partly on public provision for housing security.

Parental gifts

Inheritance 

Co-residence

Mortgage guarantees

Informal safety net

Social protection 

Housing allowances

Homebuyer support 

Social rental housing

Public housing provision

Family-based support Public/institutional support 

Access to stable 

housing/HO

Social protection (4)

total benefit, old-age, 

family/children, housing 

expenditure

Housing allowances (6)

coverage, generosity, 

targeting, eligibility rules

Homebuyer support (3)

Grants, financial supports, 

policy instruments 

Social rental housing (3)

Stock, share of housing, 

allocation and eligibility

1 2 3 4

Conceptual logic

DECIPHE measurement: four indicator groups



Welfare states support housing security through different instruments

Source: Eurostat and OECD, Affordable Housing Database 



Housing benefit expenditure vs social rental housing stock

Source: Eurostat



Normative context: ownership as expectation, family support as obligation (8) 

Norms influence whether homeownership is seen as necessary for security, widely aspired to, and deserving 

of family support.

Homeownership norms (4)

• Ownership as life security

• Ownership as a shared social aspiration

• Renter aspiration to become homeowners

• Perceived dominance of property ownership 

Family solidarity norms (4)

• Parental responsibility toward children

• Filial responsibility toward elderly parents

• Associational solidarity-Contact between 

generations

• Functional solidarity-Monetary transfers 

from parents to children

What is socially expected or desired? What should families do each other?

Pressure and support for entry into homeownership



Parental responsibility norms vary across Europe

Source: European Value Survey



Parental responsibility norms have strengthened unevenly over time

Source: European Value Survey

Strong increase: 

SE, DK, BG, HU, NL, BE, PL

Decrease: 

CZ, RO, AT, FR



Parental monetary support to adult children varies sharply across Europe

Source: SHARE



Homeownership remains a widely shared aspiration, but unevenly so

Source: IPSOS Housing Monitor 



Socio-economic conditions: shaping capacity and inequality (36 indicators) 

Socio-economic context shapes both independent access to ownership and family support capacity.

Stable work & 

income
Savings capacity Access to credit

Independent 

homeownership 

access

Conceptual logic: Resource-capacity pathway 

Labour market conditions 

(14)

Employment, temporary 

and part-time work 

unemployment, NEET, 

regional labor market 

disparities

Standard of living (13)

GDP per capita, HDI, HH 

income, savings, 

investment

Inequality (3)

Income inequality, wealth 

inequality

Structural conditions (6)

Poverty, educational 

attainment, urbanization 

1 2 3
4

Young 

adults

Parental income
Savings & 

investment 
Assets & wealth

Gifts, collateral 

& inheritance
Parents

HO 

opportunity

DECIPHE measurement: four indicator groups



Wealth inequality vs post-tax income inequality, 2022 

Source: WID



DECIPHE contextual data structure

The database is not only a collection of indicators; it is a documented and reproducible data infrastructure.

Structured sheets and 

formats

Indicator

documentation 
Variable codes Reproducibility 

• Summary sheet

• Structure sheet

• Description sheet 

• NUTS 0 sheet

• NUTS 1-3 sheets

• Birth-cohort sheet

• Qualitative sheet

• Citiation guidelines

• Dimension 

• Theme

• Indiactor name 

• Coverage

• Varcode

• Unit of measure

• Reference periods

• Data source  

• Definition

Dimension+ID+

concept+

disaggregation+level

dc2_lifexp_f_01

Demographic change+ID+

life expectancy+female+ 

NUTS 1

• Data 

documentation

• Source attribution

• Citiation guidance

• Reusable formats 

(MS Excel and 

STATA)

• Ready for 

comparative and 

multilevel use



What can researchers do with DECIPHE contextual data?

DECIPHE  data makes contextual moderation testable.

Example use case: testing contextual moderation in intergenerational homeownership

Individual-level data

Parental homeownership

Child tenure outcome

Income, education, age

Household structure

DECIPHE contextual data

Housing prices

Mortgage access

Welfare support

Labour-market conditions

+

Multilevel model logic
Research output

Does parental 

homeownership 

matter more in some 

contexts than others?

Which contextual 

conditions amplify or 

weaken transmission?

𝑪𝒉𝒊𝒍𝒅 𝑯𝑶 = 𝑷𝒂𝒓𝒆𝒏𝒕𝒂𝒍 𝑯𝑶 +
𝑪𝒐𝒏𝒕𝒆𝒙𝒕 +

𝑷𝒂𝒓𝒆𝒏𝒕𝒂𝒍 𝑯𝑶 × 𝑪𝒐𝒏𝒕𝒆𝒙𝒕
+𝑪𝒐𝒏𝒕𝒓𝒐𝒍𝒔

Is intergenerational transmission stronger where ownership is harder to access 

independently?



What DECIPHE enables and what users should keep in mind

DECIPHE contextual data opens new comparative research possibilities, while requiring careful attention to 

coverage, comparability, and measurement limits.

Research opportunities Limitations / cautions

1 Cross-national comparison

Why is transmission stronger in some countries than 

others?

2 Regional inequality
Do local housing and labour markets shape 

family dependence within countries?

3 Cohort exposure
How do demographic and institutional changes 

reshape transmission across generations?

4 Policy-context analysis

Do welfare support, rental regulation, taxation, and 

housing allowances weaken or reinforce family 

advantage?

1 Uneven temporal coverage

Some indicators have long time series; others 

are available only for recent years.

2 Limited regional availability

Regional data are available only for selected 

indicators and NUTS levels.

3 Restricted normative data

Normative indicators rely on survey proxies and 

have limited temporal or geographic coverage.

4 Restricted qualitative policy data

Qualitative indicators have limited temporal 

coverage.



Thank very much for your attention!

Zenodo DOI: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.18547617

dorjnyambuu@tarki.hu

medgyesi@tarki.hu

mailto:dorjnyambuu@tarki.hu
mailto:medgyesi@tarki.hu
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